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OUTER 
WORLD 

1776 
Wealth 
of 
nations 

1789 
Revolu-
tion in 
France 

 Napole-
onic  
wars 
Denmark 
remains 
neutral 

1814 
End of 
Napole- 
onic 
wars 

         1830 
         July-revolution 
         in France 

1848 February 
revolution in France 
                    1859  
                    Darwin: 
                   origin of      
                    species 
 

1866 
Prussian- 
Austrian 
war 

1870 
German- 
French 
war 
Paris- 
Com-
mune 
 
 
 
 

DANISH 
POLITICS 

 1776 The Great 
Commission on 
Agriculture 
1788  Law of 
Adscription 
abolished 
1789 The Great 
Commission on 
Basic Schools 

1807  English 
bombardment on 
Copenhagen. 
Denmark allies 
with France 
 
1809 Law on the 
'Learned Schools' - 
grammar schools 
1813 State 
bancruptcy 
 
1814 Law on 
Common Basic 
Schools (municipal) 

         1834 Assemblies 
         of  the States of 
         the Realm 
        1834 'The Native  
        Country'  
         (Newspaper) 

1837 Law of 
municipality of 
the towns 
 
Liberalism  
growing 

1848 ’March-days’ 
1849  Constitution 
1841 Law of 
municipality of  rural 
parishes 
 
1848-1851 first war of 
Slesvig 
1848   Rødding 
højskole (highschool) 
            1857  Law of 
             freedom of 
             trade 
 
 
 
 
 

1864 
Second 
war of  
Slesvig 
 
1866 
Revision 
of 
Constitu-
tion 

1870 
Parties: 
Venstre 
(lib.) 
1870 
Social 
Demo-
crats 
 

DANSK 
ECO- 
NOMY 

.. Flourishing  inter-
national trade 
       ..  copyhold 
changes to freehold 

 1807-1826 Depression.   
Freehold-development retarded 

ca 1828 - 1856 Grain esport  pe-
riod, Freehold growing 
                   

1860..  Railway- 
expansion 
Steamship expansion 
Sailship expansion 

      1835-1855  Handicraft 
and small industry 
growing 
 

  

       ca. 1845 ...  considerable growth 
in domestic and international trade 
 
 

DANISH 
SOCIAL 
POLICY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organi-
sations 
 
 
 

 1.  Social Reform 
1799, 1803 
Poor laws 
 

1809 
'Poor 
stamp' 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1810 
Saving 
Bank 
 
1807 
"Royal 
Institute 
for the 
Deaf'-
and-
dumb” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sickness 
Insurance 
Associa-
tions  
est. 
 
1811 
'Royal 
Institute 
for the 
Blind' 

1824 
Poor law: right to 
marriage denied to 
Poor  relief  recipients 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1827, 1830, 1833 
Poor Childrens'  
Upbringing Homes 
 
1828  Childrens' 
Asylums 
1837 Association to 
the 'Salvation of 
Neglected Children' 
 

1849 
Consti-
tution: 
Poor  
relief 
recipients 
have no 
voting 
right nor 
eligibility 

1856 
Law of 
‘The 
poor’s 
fund’ 
(volun-
tary 
contri- 
butions) 

Sicness Insurance 
Associations growing 
 
1864  Law: cities and 
counties are urged to 
deliver hospital treat-
ment on reduced 
fare to members of 
Sickness Insurance 
Associations 
 
1873Law of 
        Factory  
        Inspection 
1865  institution for 
mentally handicapped    
1867 Association of 
Fosterhomes in Island 
Langeland 
 
1876 Danish 
        Red Cross 
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1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 

 German 
navy 
armament 
and 
imperia-
lism 

                  1914-1918 
                  World War 
 
                  1918   
                  Russian 
                   revolution 

1929 
Economic 
world 
crisis 
 

1933 
Hitlers 
election 
victory 
1937 
München 
agreement 
 
 

1939-
1945 
World 
War 
1947 
Cold war 
1949 
NATO 

1951-52 
West European 
economic 
depression 
1950-1952 
Korean War 
1958  EEC  
1958  EFTA  

1973 
Oil crisis 

1989 
Berlin 
wall 
falling 

1990 
Germany 
united 
Iraq-war 
1992 
NAFTA 
treaty 
Edinburg 
agreement

2001 
Saudis 
bomb 
New 
York 
US  war 
In Af-
ghanistan 
2003 
US-- war 
In Iraq 

ca. 1880..   
Conflict about consti-
tution 
1883..  Copenhagen 
fortified 
1885  Social Demo-
crats in parliament 
Labour Movement 
growing slowly 

1901 
Parlamen- 
tarianism: 
Deuntzer 
 
1905  RV 
(Radical 
liberals) 

1910  Court of labour 
relations 
1914  Radical liberal 
Government 

1933 
Kansler- 
gade- 
political 
deal -  
devalua-
tion, 
social 
reform 

1940 
German 
occupa-
tion 
Regula- 
tory 
economy 

1950  Elect.  V govn. 
1953  Constitution 
1953 Elect. S-

regering 
1957 Elect. 
S+R+Rf Govn. 
 

1971 Elect. S-govn. 
1972  EEC-vote 
1973 Elect. V-govn. 
       div.  crisis-deals 
1976 S quits Keynes 
1978  Elect.  SV 
1979  Elect.  S 
 

1990  Elect.  VC 
1992  EU-vote: NO 
1993  Tamil-gate 
ends. 
1993  S govn. 
1993  EU-vote: Yes 
1994, 1998 Elect. 
S-govn. cont. 

 1890 S wins a MP 
in the countryside 
1891  V-C deal, in-
cluding constitution 
and 2. social reform  
1899  September- 
agreement on labour 
relations 

 1920  North Slesvig 
incorporated into 
Denmark 
1920  'Eater Crisis' 
1920   V-govnm. 
1924-26 S-govnm. 
1926-29 V-govnm. 
1929-  SR-govnm. 
 

1945 Election.  
Venstre-govnm. 
1947  Election. 
Strong communist 
representation 
S-govnm. 

1963 ’Crisis-deal’ 
1964, 1966  Elect.. 
S-governments. 
1968  Election.  VCR  
government. 

1981  Elect.  S govnm. 
1982  C-govnm.  
(Schlüter) 
1984,  1987 Elect. C 
1986  EEC vote Yes 
1986  Crisis-deal: 
'potato-cure' 

2001 
Elect. 
V-govnm.

ca. 1875-1995 Depression, 
 re-structuring of farming from 
grain-export to butter- and bacon 
export production 
                       ca. 1895 –  strong  
                       industrial growth 
 

1914-18 
War 
economy 
Scarcity 
'Gullasch- 
expan-
sion' 

1920- 
De- 
regulation 
Uneven 
growth. 
Deflation 

1931- 
Crisis- 
economy 
Valuta- 
central. 
High 
unem-
ployment 

1940-45 
War- 
economy 
Regula- 
tion, 
rationing 
Law of 
labour 
market 
peace 

1950-57 Uneven 
growth.  Weak butter 
and bacon export 
caused  by  protectio-  
nism 
1954-55Crisis deals 
1957-- Industrial 
growth,  growth in  
house construction,  
growth in public sector 
(teaching,  health) 

1973.. 
Economic 
crisis. 
Employ-
ment in  
private 
sector 
declines. 
Growth in 
public 
sector 
 

1985-87 
Economic 
recovery 
1988-93 
Economic 
slump 
 

ca 1994.. 
moderate 
economic 
boom. 
Moderate 
growth in 
employ-
ment  

2000-02 
Moderate 
growth 
cont. 
Unem-
ployment 
stable 
4-7% 
 
 

1891 2. Social Re-
form 
1891  Poor law 
1892  Law of Sicness 
Insurance Associations 
1892  Old Age support 
law 
1894  Association of 
Foster Homes. 
1899 Law of Industrial 
Accident Insurance 

1913  Law of Labour 
Exchange 
 
1919  Law of  Preven-
tive Child Welfare  
(allowing municipal 
grants to association 
managed Kindergar-
dens) 
 

1933  3 Social Re-
form 
Unemployment 
Insurance, 
'People's Insurance 
law' 
(SIA, oldage, disabled)
Industrial Accident 
Ins. 
Public Relief Law 
1933  Young Unempl. 
1938  Pregnancy 
health 
1939  Mothercare 

1950  Deaf 
1954  Peoples' Old 
Age Pension, Disabil-
ity Pension 
1956  Blind 
1956  Partially 
disabled 
1959  Widows' Pen-
sion 
 
1956  Danish Refugee 
Aid 

4.  Social Reform 
1970  Municipal 
Organisation Reform 
Law of Social Adm. 
1973  Law of Public 
Health  Insurance 
1973  Law of Public 
Sickness benefits 
1976  Social Service 
Law 
1979  Law of Early 
Retirement Wage 
 

1990 
'Youth  
Un-employed 
package' 
1992 
'Aktivation Law' 
1993-94 
Labour Market Re-
form 
(UA daymoney re-
duced, Workfare) 
1998 
Social Service Law 
reorganised 

1888 Law 
of Child 
contribu-
tion. 
Law of  
Foster 
Children 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1884 
'Society 
and home 
for 
disabled' 
1889 
Froebel- 
associa-
tion 

1890 
Christian 
Childcare 
Organisa-
tions 
growing 
 
 
 

1905  Child-law 
1907  Law of Relief 
Funds 
1907  Unemployment 
Assurance Funds law 
1901  Association of  
Peoples' Kindergar-
dens 
Joint Council for 
Child Welfare 

1921  Disabled Insur-
ance Law 
 
1922  Law of Old Age 
Interest 
1928  Danish Cancer 
Society 
    1934 DSI  Coopera- 
    ting Handicap Org. 

1944 Pacifists’ Aid       
 
1948 Danish  
      Youth  
      Organisations' 
      Common Council 
 
Disease-organisations 
growing 

1960  Rehabilitation  
1961  rev. Public 
Relief Law 
1961 Law of  Child & 
Youngsters Welfare 
1964  Social Reform 
Commission 
Grassroot organisa-
tions growing 

1980 Law: Care for 
Mentally and other  
handicapped  is mu-
nicipalised 
1980, 1986  Changes / 
reductions in Social 
Relief  grants 
Government support 
to 3rd Sector in general 
 

2002  
Lower 
relief  for  
unem-
ployed 
immi-
grants 
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Main features of development of Danish Social Legislation  I 
1. Social Reform o. 1800  2. Social Reform 1891  3. Social Reform  1933 
Laws (bodies)  Laws (bodies)  Laws (bodies) 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
1903 Child deduction 
(income tax)   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1799/1803  Poor Laws 
(Parish Commission) 
 
 

 
 
 
   
     1888  Foster children 
       1888  Child contr. 
 
 
1856 Poor Fund 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1891 Poor Law 
(poors' committe) 

 
1905 Child Law 
1913 Widow's ch 
1919 Child Welf 
 
 
 
 
1907 Relief Fund 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1933 Public 
 service law 
(mun. soc. committe 
and. child welfare comm.) 

  
 
 
 
 
1863 Sickness ins. supp. 

 
 
 
1891 Old Age support 
 
1892  S.I.A law 
 
 
 

1921  Disable interest 
 
 
1922  Old age int. 

 
 
1933  Peoplesø insurance 
(Municipality, 
Sickness Ins. Fund  m.v.) 
 

   
 
 

 
1907  U.I.A law 
1913  Labour Exchange 

 
1933  Law of Labour  
exchange and Unemploy- 
ment Insurance 
 

   
1898  Industrial Accident 
Insurance 
 

 1933 
Industrial Accident 
Insurance 
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Main Features ..   II 
 4. Social Reform 1970-    
 Laws  (bodies)    
   
 
        1967 Child Allowance 
         (municipal soc.comm.) 
 

   
1986 Child Family 
Grant (tax 

 

          1937 Pregnants' health 
           1939 Mothercare 
             1950  Deaf 
               1956  Blind. 
               Disabled. 
               1961  Child/Young 
               1961  PAL 
 
              1960  Rehabilitation 
 

m.v. 
 
 
 
 
 
       1976 Law of Social 
        Service 
   (Munic. soc. comm.) 
 

  
 
 
 
 
        1990  BiL - UY 
 
 
                 1993 Komm. 
                  Aktivation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1998            LAS 
                    LSS 

           1959 Widows' pension 
           1956  Disabled pen-
sion 
           1956  Peoples' pension 
           1960 Sickness Ins. 
    
 
 

 
 
 
1972  Sickness inc. 
1971  Publ. Sickness 
 insurance  (Municip./ 
County) 

    1986  Parttime pens.  
1983  Disabl. pens. 
1984  Social pension 
        

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
         1969  UIA 
         (Labour Exchange, 
          UIA Funds) 
 

 
               1977 ff. div. 
    workfare laws 

                1993  Active                             law 

 
 

1978  Industrial 
Acc. Ins.  Law 
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